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BY JESSICA VOORHEES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
This semester, WKU expanded its 
international reach through a part-
nership with Oman, which afforded 
20 new students to attend the univer-
sity. 
Brian Meredith, associate vice presi-
dent for enrollment management, 
said the Omani students are enrolled 
at WKU through a government-spon-
sored program which funds the ex-
penses of students to study overseas. 
"One of our many international 
recruitment strategies is to work 
with governments who are sponsor-
ing students to go out of the coun-
try overseas, and Oman is one of the 
countries that is investing in the edu-
cation of their students to go to the 
U.S.," he said.
Ashley Givan, sponsored interna-
tional student advisor, said the Omani 
government funds the students' tu-
ition and provides a stipend for living 
expenses. 
Givan said 20 Omani students en-
rolled this spring in both undergrad-
uate and graduate programs, mostly 
within science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics (STEM) and 
business fields. 
Meredith said he anticipates the 
number of Omani students to grow, as 
relations with the country strengthen. 
"A lot of countries won't send you 
a good many at first," he said. "They 
want to make sure the students get 
comfortable and have a great expe-
rience. And if everything works well 
and the students are satisfied, then, 
they'll send us more, over time."
Meredith said four years ago ap-
proximately 800 undergraduate and 
graduate international students at-
SEE INTERNATIONAL PAGE A2
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BY TREY CRUMBIE AND 
SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Thousands of former and current 
WKU employees could be affected by 
a national dilemma.
Anthem, the nation’s second-largest 
healthcare provider, is still processing 
what happened when it was hacked 
Wednesday. 
As many as 80 million customers 
could have their personal information 
stolen, including names, birthdays, 
medical IDs, social security numbers 
and employment information. 
Anthem has been WKU’s third party 
administrator of its self-insured Em-
ployee Health Plan since the beginning 
of 2003. The company informed WKU 
directly about the breach on Thursday. 
On Friday, Gordon Johnson, chief 
information technology officer, said it 
was unknown if  WKU was affected.
"At this point, we do not have confir-
mation from Anthem of exactly whose 
records are compromised," Johnson 
said.
Around 4,600 former and current 
employees could be at risk.
Faculty senate chair Margaret 
Crowder said she hopes communica-
tion between Anthem and WKU will 
be open, and that detailed information 
about exactly what was compromised 
will be revealed. 
“This was not a breach of WKU’s sys-
tem, but of data from a third-party,” 
Crowder said via email. “Unfortunate-
ly, just in the course of our daily lives, 
we all rely upon multiple corporate en-
tities to take the appropriate precau-
tions to keep our information safe and 
private.”
Gordon said once Anthem deter-
mines who could be affected by the 
Anthem hack could aff ect WKU employees
SEE ANTHEM HACK PAGE A2
BY LASHANA HARNEY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Student Government Associa-
tion plans to pursue resolutions for 
fees in upcoming semesters that could 
potentially lead to more parking and 
more play.
SGA reached out to students on po-
tentially tacking on a roughly $30 fee 
to fund an estimated $10 million park-
ing structure.
SGA passed a resolution last semes-
ter that supported the establishment 
of a $4 a year fee for the Student Le-
gal Services Clinic. This resolution 
sparked an onset of ideas for more 
fees.
Nicki Taylor, SGA president, said 
in conversation with President Gary 
Ransdell that the ideas grew out of stu-
dents’ interests. 
Ransdell said approving just a $4 fee 
would be difficult.
“A process to get a fee approved is 
rather complex and I indicated that I 
would be reluctant to go to the Board 
of Regents or the Council of Postsec-
ondary Education for just a $4 fee,” 
Ransdell said. “…So, I asked Nicki, 
what else is there, that students would 
be interested in.”
Ransdell said he knew parking and 
the Preston Center were objects of in-
terest to students.
“Parking is one thing that students 
clearly have the most interest in,” he 
said.  “That’s how the parking struc-
ture came into the mix and the other 
thing that I hear from students most 
often is Preston Center use.”
Taylor said it’s SGA’s job to come to 
a consensus on what fees students 
would be most willing to pay.
 “He wanted Student Government to 
SGA exploring 
possible future 
student fees for 
parking structure
SEE SGA FEES PAGE A3
BY TANNER COLE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
A representative from agriculture gi-
ant and genetic modification power-
house Monsanto Company spoke in 
Snell Hall last Friday to offer an alter-





WKU grows international student 
program through partnership with Oman
SEE DEBATE PAGE A3
Medina, Saudi Arabia senior Abbas Alsabah plays the qanun, a traditional Middle Eastern instrument, and continues to study 
the art while attending WKU by taking lessons from an overseas instructor. Funding from the Saudi Arabian government 
has encouraged growth in Saudi student population in Bowling Green, as well as the fostering of international cultural arts. 
Alsabah has been joined at WKU by several of his cousins, several of whom are also interested in traditional music. LEANORA 
BENKATO/HERALD
-tended WKU.
Givan said the number increased to 
almost 1,300 this semester. 
Meredith said the increase is owed to 
the success of previous government-
sponsored international programs, 
such as the Saudi-Arabian and Brazil-
ian student programs. 
"The word is out that WKU is very se-
rious about taking care of international 
students," he said.
Givan said the International Student 
Office added her role as sponsored in-
ternational student advisor in August, 
to provide a liaison between interna-
tional governments and students, in 
order to better accommodate their 
"special needs." 
Meredith said WKU appeals to for-
eign governments looking to send stu-
dents abroad because of its reputation 
as an internationally-friendly school. 
"WKU has a very sound and very 
strong reputation in the international 
marketplace as having infrastructure 
and support for international stu-
dents," he said. 
Givan said international students 
often choose WKU because of its af-
fordability, as well as educational and 
social opportunities. 
She said WKU provides a "real Ameri-
can experience," and the rural location 
allows students to focus on their stud-
ies, rather than face the distractions of 
a bigger city.
Givan said the ISO will incorporate 
the new Omani students into special 
events provided for all international 
students, such as a trip to Mammoth 
Cave, each semester.  
President Gary Ransdell said WKU 
benefits greatly from these govern-
ment-sponsored programs.
"It's a trend of value we will continue 
to facilitate," he said.
Meredith said international, as well 
as any out-of-state, recruitment helps 
with tuition because the students pay 
the full amount. 
He said WKU is looking to build new 
relationships with foreign govern-
ments to acquire more students. 
"We are still continuing to seek and 
continuing to work to cultivate rela-
tionships with other governments to 
bring in more students from across the 
globe,"Meredith said. 
Sarah Madden, coordinator of ad-
missions services, said WKU is explor-
ing options around the world, such as 
the Middle East, South America and 
China, to broaden campus diversity.
"We want to grow in diversity and 
increase our international environ-
ment," she said. 
Givan said the presence of a varied 
group of international students also 
provides opportunities in class for 
broader global discussion.
Meredith said he looks forward to the 
future of these international programs. 
"We're just proud to have the govern-
ment-sponsored programs," he said. 
"We're going to seek out additional 
new ones in the coming years, and 
we're going to take care of the ones we 
have to make sure [international stu-
dents] have a great WKU experience."
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• Owensboro freshman Michael 
Thompson, of Douglas Keen Hall, 
reported $40 stolen from a greet-
ing card sent to him by his mother 
from Douglas Keen on Feb. 5.
• Police cited Lexington fresh-
man Davion Jackson, of Barnes-
Campbell Hall, for possession of 
marijuana and drug paraphernalia 
in Lower Hub Lot on Feb. 5.  
• Police cited Nashville freshman 
Pherius Malik Wilhoite for pos-
session of marijuana in Barnes-
Campbell Hall on Feb. 8.
CRIME 
REPORTS
breach, the company will send a 
physical letter in the mail that will 
give the individuals steps they can 
take to ensure their information isn't 
further compromised, such as credit 
monitoring.
Friday, Johnson sent out an email 
warning faculty and staff about 
scam emails from those appear-
ing to represent Anthem. The email 
stated not to click on any links 
within the email, despite their offi-
cial-looking appearance, and that 
Anthem would be communicating 
with those who are affected through 
physical mail.
Johnson said he doesn't want WKU 
employees and staff over alarmed.
"We're maybe between four and 
five-thousand members in … an 
80 million subscriber database," 
he said. " … Whether our members 
were actually affected is still to be de-
termined."
Students who obtained health in-
surance from WKU will not be af-
fected as the administrator for the 
Student Health Insurance plan is 
UnitedHealthcare. Tony Glisson, Hu-
man Resources director, said the 
problem only relates to the employee 
health plan.
"We're going to be staying in con-
stant contact with Anthem," Gordon 
said.
Gordon said there are still many 
things unknown about the data 
breach, such as how long Anthem's 
investigation will take and when 
potentially affected members will 
receive the snail mail from the com-
pany.
Gordon said WKU will help pass on 
information, but it's "largely and al-
most exclusively" Anthem's responsi-
bility to fix the problem.
Glisson said WKU will update fac-
ulty and staff as the Anthem investi-
gation continues.
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A resolution passed by the Student 
Government Association could limit 
smoking on campus. 
At SGA’s previous Tuesday meeting, 
the Senate passed Resolution 1-15-S, 
Resolution to Support a Limited Smok-
ing Campus. 
The resolution would limit tobacco 
use to 39 designated areas. The reso-
lution also says the Administrative 
Council will create a plan, which would 
decrease the smoking areas over three 
years. The policy doesn't limit elec-
tronic cigarettes or smokeless tobacco. 
Currently, WKU’s smoking policy 
states smokers must be 30 feet away 
from buildings. 
There are multiple campuses in Ken-
tucky that are smoke free, including 
the University of Kentucky and the 
University of Louisville.
SGA passed the resolution with a 13-
11 vote. The authors of the resolution, 
senator J. William Berry and chief of 
staff Seth Church said they were both 
pleased with the vote on Tuesday’s 
meeting. 
The resolution didn’t pass without 
controversy. 
Senator Joseph Hunter said they all 
had a duty and responsibility to the 
students of WKU not to enforce popu-
lar opinion or to change the lifestyle 
choices of the student body.
“I cannot and will not vote for in fa-
vor of a resolution that implicitly de-
nies a student of this university, who 
is in compliance of all federal laws and 
regulations for practicing their own 
free will, to choose a lifestyle for them-
selves,” he said. 
Senator Jody Dahmer spoke in favor 
of the gradual resolution. 
“The reason that we are doing baby 
steps instead of one drastic change all 
at once is to change the culture over 
time,” Dahmer said. “The main point 
of this is to protect the student well be-
ing.”
After Tuesday’s meeting, Berry said 
that many people don’t think that a 
compromise can be better in some 
situations.
“I think that some people are extrem-
ist and don’t think that compromise 
will get anything done,” Berry said. 
“But those people just have to realize 
that working in any kind of govern-
ment position, getting something to 
be passable, sometimes, is a far better 
goal than to continue to drag out and 
fight for things that will never happen.”
However, while the resolution was 
passed, it now has to go to President 
Ransdell, the Administrative Council, 
Staff Council and University Senate. 
According to SGA President Nicki 
Taylor, Ransdell has said that if two 
of the bodies agree, he will pass it 
through. The creation of 39 smoking 
areas will be dependent on when and 
if Ransdell pushes it through, and if 
administrators want to start the policy 
this semester or next. 
Taylor said this change will take some 
getting used to, but it is a good com-
promise. 
“It’s a happy medium between mak-
ing sure that people can avoid smok-
ing areas but those who do choose to 
smoke can have appropriate areas,” 
she said. “Change takes getting used 
to, and I do think there will be some 
growing pains.”
As far as knowing if students will ac-
tually obey the rules and use the smok-
ing areas, Taylor said that they just 
have to wait and see.
“Theoretically, it should work,” she 
said. “But we don’t really know until it 
happens.”
However, the company’s presence 
caused some anguish among the stu-
dents’ professors. 
Every other Friday, the WKU biology 
department hosts a guest speaker for 
their Biology Seminar Series. Last Fri-
day’s speaker was Jim Roberts, who 
holds a doctorate in botany from the 
University of Georgia and leads an ag-
riculture traits discovery team at Mon-
santo. 
Monsanto, a self-described “sustain-
able agriculture company,” is a lead-
ing name in pesticides, herbicides and 
perhaps most conspicuously, genetic 
modification. 
The company’s name tends to crop 
up in debates over the health regula-
tions of genetically modified foods, 
especially after the company won the 
Supreme Court case Bowman v. Mon-
santo and gained legal backing for its 
patent on its genetically altered soy-
beans.  
As the room filled with students and 
professors, several members of the bi-
ology faculty were noticeably missing 
from the crowd. 
Cassandra Cantrell, the advising co-
ordinator, was among the absentee 
list. She and her colleagues felt morally 
uncomfortable about showing sup-
port for the company.
“Those of us that kind of took a 
stance against them, our stance was 
coming from seed-saving and the in-
tegrity of our food source,” Cantrell 
said. “It’s kind of a scary though, you 
know, someone owning our food 
sources. They get to dictate who plants 
what and when, which then means 
they get to dictate what we eat, when 
we eat. These are new bioethical con-
siderations that we’re just now moving 
into.”
Cantrell’s concerns stemmed heavily 
from her background as a beekeeper. 
She’s looked after hives since the ear-
ly ‘90s and is affiliated with the WKU 
beekeeping club. She’s worried about 
the impact Monsanto’s products may 
be having on the global population 
of honeybees. She pointed to the ban 
on Monsanto’s products in the Euro-
pean Union as an example of fears sur-
rounding Monsanto. 
“What we need to be concerned 
about are the unintended impacts,” 
she said. “We don’t know often what 
those are going to be.”
Roberts anticipated the controversy 
of his visit, but it didn’t deter him from 
coming to WKU—on the contrary, it 
was a contributing factor.
“That’s part of the reason I came,” 
Roberts said. “I think it’s important to 
hear some of the benefits of what we 
do and how agriculture has changed. I 
always want to hear diverse opinions. 
We’re interested in hearing other views 
too.”
His presentation was titled “Dis-
covering the Next Generation of 
Agronomic Traits at Monsanto.” He 
discussed the company’s ambitious 
goals in food production and its 
technological pursuits. The seminar 
focused on the science behind the 
development of many of Monsanto’s 
products. 
Biology professor, Robert Wyatt ar-
ranged the seminar. Wyatt studied
alongside Roberts at the University of
Georgia. In an attempt to break away
from the academia focused standard
at the seminars, Wyatt called up his old
friend.
“It’s nice for our students to see that
there are employment opportuni-
ties that aren’t academic,” Wyatt said.
“Most of our other speakers are pro-
fessors. Sometimes it’s nice for them
to see that there’s avenues other than
just becoming a professor … There’s
people out there feeding people and
curing diseases. It’s nice to see that
there are private sector things you can
do with your education as well as just
being academic.”
Despite her reservations about the
company, Cantrell agreed that hearing
the opposing argument was a healthy
part of the academic world. 
“That’s what education is about
really, pushing the envelope a lit-
tle bit,” she said. “Opening up and
hearing another side that we may




come to a consensus on installing both 
of them, installing neither of them or 
one or not the other,” Taylor said. 
Ransdell said the proposed cost of 
the fees are an estimate and if SGA ap-
proves the fees, a full financial analysis 
would be done. 
Ransdell said the SGA wanted to 
know specific data regarding the park-
ing structure.
 “I do know that the parking struc-
ture, a $10 million parking structure, 
would be about $28 up to $30, but no 
more than that and she is also looking 
at the $2 a semester student legal ser-
vices fee, so I was trying to keep all of 
that at $30 or less,” he said.
He said the Preston expansion fee 
would be close in cost to the parking 
structure fee.
“I don’t think it would be as much as 
$50, but again, we have not done the fi-
nancial analysis on that one,” Ransdell 
said.
Ransdell said if the fees are approved, 
it would be a 20 year buy. 
Taylor said the proposed $10 million 
parking structure would be built on 
Creason Lot and would add an addi-
tional 500 parking spaces. 
Taylor said the proposed Preston 
expansion would add an indoor turf 
field. The expansion would be behind 
Preston and could potentially take 
parking spaces away from the Hugh 
Poland Lot.
Taylor said SGA plans to tackle the 
proposed fees separately.
 “I want them to be considered sepa-
rately because a student may support 
one or the other for completely differ-
ent reasons,” Taylor said. “It’s possible 
that we implement one fee and not the 
other.”’
Taylor said SGA senator Zach Jones 
is in the works of writing a resolution 
on the proposed parking structure fee. 
Jones plans to present the varying op-
tions to the Campus Improvement 
Committee. Once the committee comes 
to a consensus on the option they would 
like to pursue, a resolution will be up for 
first read in the upcoming weeks.
Taylor said in order to build a parking 
structure, WKU would need $700,000 a 
year from student fees.
“To make that come entirely from 
student permits, you would have 
to double the price of every permit, 
which is a lot,” Taylor said. “To make 
it all from a student fee, that is $30 for 
each semester, regardless if they drive 
or not or if they’re on main campus or 
not. So, both options have their pros 
and cons.”
However, Taylor said SGA is pursuing 
a compromise.
“We are also considering a middle 
ground option to where there might be 
a smaller fee, potentially $15 to get us 
$350,000 in revenue from the fee and 
increase permit prices by a more mod-
est number that would get the other 
$350,000,” said Taylor. 
If SGA approves the fees, they would 
then need to be approved by the Board 
of Regents, and then the Kentucky 
Council on Postsecondary Education. 
If the fees make it through the entire 
process of approval, Taylor said the 
fees would be implemented next se-
mester.   
Ransdell said the process is quite 
long. 
“It’s a process that would probably 
take several months to do,” Ransdell 
said. “… There are no guarantees.” 
Taylor said the university is looking 
to purchase or lease land around cam-
pus for temporary parking lots.
Taylor said from the students she has
talked to, not many are happy about
the idea of the Preston expansion.
“Most students, I can understand
this definitely, see that Preston has
been renovated so recently,” Taylor
said. “They don’t see the need for an-
other expansion.”
The opposite occurred for the park-
ing structure. 
“Students definitely seem much
more receptive,” Taylor said. “However,
a lot of students who don’t drive are a
little bit weary because they would be
paying a student fee for something
they are never going to use. That’s why
SGA is exploring the avenue of at least
not entirely funding the parking struc-
ture from that student fee.”
Ransdell said the administrative
council is not pushing the fees, but it’s
something SGA is looking into. 
He said after the conversation with
Taylor, there are options on the table
and it’s up to SGA to decide to pursue
them.
 “She was looking for options, so I
gave her some options that I thought
the students would be interested in,”





FEBRUARY 10, 2015 >  WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 
Have an opinion? Tweet us 
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook 
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know 
your thoughts about the editorial, or 
write us with what is on your mind.
EDITORIAL
THE ISSUE: Administration is consid-
ering tacking another $30 fee to fund 
a new $10 million parking structure to 
be erected in Creason Lot.
OUR STANCE: We fully commend the 
administration for coming up with a 
creative solution, using resources we 
already have. Our hope is that this 
continues smoothly, as the university 
continues to keep all factors in mind. 
The parking issue is no strang-er to anyone on campus, and administration has  finally 
come up with fair, viable options 
for future parking.
For starters, this is still very much 
in the early stages. There are a num-
ber of steps to go through before 
anything actually happens, but if 
passed, fees would be implemented 
this coming fall. 
After everything that the lack of 
parking has put students through, 
adding a couple hundred spaces to 
an existing lot is a pretty good idea. 
It keeps the university from pur-
chasing new land even farther away 
from campus, as well as increasing 
the usability of a pre-existing park-
ing lot. 
While students who don’t drive may 
be opposed to a fee implementation 
they won’t even use, the administra-
tion has an alternative solution. A re-
duction of the $30 tuition fee, in ad-
dition to an increase in the parking 
permit fee, would even the costs. 
Compared to other university 
parking passes, an extra $50 tacked 
onto the price would still put us 
lower than other Kentucky universi-
ties — a potential $210, compared 
to University of Kentucky’s com-
muter tag, priced at $264. 
According to RSMeans.com, a con-
struction cost data website, a $10 
million parking structure builds a 
basic 145,000 square foot, five-floor 
parking structure — a building simi-
lar to the Alumni Square Garage.
The ASG currently houses about 
450 spaces, compared to Creason 
Lot’s estimated 700. We hope that 
the construction of a new garage 
will allow for more student parking, 
opposed to a cut. 
Another factor to keep in mind is 
the possibility of making the garage 
LEED certified. While the concept 
of a parking garage doesn’t exactly 
scream “environmentally friendly,” 
the new construction offers WKU a 
chance to continue taking environ-
ment-conscious measures. 
Sure, another fee added onto tu-
ition isn’t the best possible thing 
that could happen. However, in our 
opinion, beggars can’t be choosers. 
In all honesty, this is the best possi-
ble solution the university could’ve 
come up with. As new information 
becomes available, we’ll be more 
able to discern if this action is mov-
ing in the right direction. But right 
now, we’re all for it. 
The long road 
to parking:
Administration hits a bull's-eye with parking solution
TWEETS FROM 
THE HILL
@klagrutta3: Here at WKU, you will 
dance to Harry Potter in ballet and 
you will adore it. — 9:11 AM - 6 Feb 
2015
@angg_ann: gotta rock the ruby 
lips for this WKU interview— 5:27 
AM - 6 Feb 2015
@xandranoonan: Turn on the lights 
just came on my pandora and all I 
can think about is drunken nights at 
wku lol — 2:23 PM - 6 Feb 2015
@sadie_mccool13: I HAVE THE 
WORST LUCK : Someone did a  hit 
and run to my brand new car, now 
a WKU school bus destroyed my sis-
ter's side mirror on her car  — 2:27 
PM - 6 Feb 2015
@thatykidnoah: interviewing for 
the cherry presidential scholarship 
today at WKU was great.— 7:51 PM 
- 6 Feb 2015
@megansims_8: Missing prom to 
go to WKU & I'm not even mad — 
9:14 AM - 7 Feb 2015
@joeimel: Report of two car loads of
males drinking and throwing beer
cans out of the car at Van Meter Hall.
#WKU — 12:52 PM - 7 Feb 2015
@Boomboomerr: S/o WKU for the
free Popeyes— 11:52 AM - 6 Feb 2015
@brittnee_c: I just keep telling my-
self that I am leaving for WKU in
a few months and that makes me
happy— 11:14 AM - 6 Feb 2015
@Sabina1217: How does one un-
subscribe to WKU spam emails?
#makeitstop— 11:08 AM - 6 Feb 2015
@lnsayers: I wish one more #WKU
undergrad would send me a survey
today. Go ahead. Make my day.
— 10:58 AM - 6 Feb 2015




a film directed by Andy 
and Lana Wachowski, 
has the fixings of a 
great video game: over-
the-top action, amaz-
ing sci-fi technologies 
and striking visuals 
abound. As a movie, 
however, it’s a failure in 
almost every regard.
The Wachowskis’ latest offering is 
all flash and no substance. A legion of 
costume and prop designers and visu-
al effects artists gave 110 percent and 
their work is stunning. 
With plenty of CGI-driven action and 
beautiful settings, almost every second 
of this movie looks gorgeous. Sadly, it’s 
hard to appreciate the designers’ work 
when it’s being wasted on a premise so 
poorly conceived.  
It’s difficult to overstate how ridicu-
lous and bewildering the story is. Ap-
parently, Jupiter Jones, played by Mila 
Kunis, is the reincarnation of some 
outer space queen. This revelation 
brings her into conflict with people 
who want to steal the Earth, which she 
has inherited. 
Though half of the movie consists of 
people explaining things to Jupiter, it’s 
rarely clear what’s going on. The Wa-
chowskis didn’t spend nearly enough 
time on developing the universe in 
which the story takes place, robbing 
“Jupiter Ascending” of much-needed 
coherence. 
The characters are as bland and one-
dimensional as they come. Jupiter is 
useless and gullible, while her protec-
tor Caine Wise (Channing Tatum) has
no personality. All the visually impres-
sive action scenes might actually be in-
teresting if we cared about the people
involved in them. The actors, seeming-
ly aware of how bad the script is, put
forth little effort, which only heightens
how boring their characters are. 
Over-designed and under-written,
“Jupiter Ascending” is a massive waste
of talent, money and effort. The film’s
ambition is admirable, but no amount
of bombastic effects can save the
laughably inept storyline. 
NOW PLAYING
VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874 || opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should be about 500 
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone 
number, home town and classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and 
clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.
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Watch out for 
what to watch.
City of Bowling Green
GREENSKEEPER
Parks & Recreation Department 
Operates riding and push lawn mowers, weedeats and 
trims grass at CrossWinds, or Paul Walker Golf Course; 
assist in general maintenance of the course. 40+ hours/
week, Monday - Friday (March - November) 5:30 am. - 
2:00 p.m.; weekend and holiday work required; Starting 
Salary: $9.65
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City of Bowling Green
CAMP COUNSELORS
Parks & Recreation Department Seasonal Positions
CAMP COUNSELORS - Assists with Summer Camp, 
leads group activities; some counselors work with special 
needs children, teens, & adults. Must be knowledgeable 
in recreation/sports activities; may require CPR & First 
Aid Certifi cation. 40 hours per week; May thru August; 
weekend may be required. Age 17+; $8.37/hr.
Interested applicants can apply online
 www.bgky.org/hr/jobs 
or at the Human Resources Department in City Hall, 
1001 College Street, Bowling Green.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
City of Bowling Green
TENNIS INSTRUCTORS
Parks & Recreation Department Seasonal Positions
TENNIS INSTRUCTORS - Instructs beginning and 
advanced tennis lessons. Coordinates and runs tennis 
activities, 15-30 hours per week; weekend work optional. 
$8.37/hr.
Interested applicants can apply online
 www.bgky.org/hr/jobs 
or at the Human Resources Department in City Hall, 
1001 College Street, Bowling Green.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
City of Bowling Green
LABORER
Parks & Recreation Department 
35-40 hours/week, with weekend work required. 
Operates assorted equipment for the assigned department. 
Responsibilities include but are not limited to: mowing 
and trimming facility grounds; leaf pick-up; minor 
building and equipment repairs; cleaning restrooms, 
storage rooms and offi ces. Valid driver's license and 
acceptable driving record. High school diploma or GED 
required, with three to six months of experience working 
with various light equipment. Age 18+ $9.65/hour.
Interested applicants can apply online 
www.bgky.org/hr/jobs or at the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall,
 1001 College Street, Bowling Green.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
AllStar Photo Labs is seeking a qualifi ed part time 
graphic design person to work in our lab/print/design area.  
Qualifi ed candidate will have a good working knowledge of 
CS4 or higher.  Start training this month with fl exible hours 
and a good work environment.  
Please send resume to Richard@4allstar.com or call 270-
781-6511 x2.  
AllStar Sports Photography is seeking photographers, 
photographer trainees and coordinators.  Must be able to 
relate well with children and work as a team.  We furnish 
equipment and transportation.  Experienced photographers 
earn up to $14 per hour including travel time.  This is 
seasonal work and primarily on Saturdays.  Please send 
resume to Richard@4allstar.com or call 270-781-6511 x2
Customer Service Representative
Pool and Spa Depot is looking for an open and outgoing 
team player. Someone who enjoys helping customers 
one on one. Position is full-time and weekends required.
Compensation includes both hourly wages and 
commissions. Please apply in person: 1830 Wallace Court, 
Bowling Green, KY.
BUY-SELL-TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also: Comics, CDs, Toys, CCGs, RPGs, more!
The Great Escape Records & Comics
2945 Scottsville Rd. (Near Greenwood Mall)
615-782-8092
FOR SALE
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, 
especially when asked to send money or provide credit card information. 
The College Heights Herald is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classifi ed ads.
ACROSS
1 Jab
5 Ran, as dye
9 Cola choice
14 Work with words
15 Pervasive glow
16 Secluded valleys






25 “__ the picture”
27 Bankrupt Best Buy 
competitor
33 Approves
36 Small Chevy model
37 Deserve
38 Copy in fun
40 “__ That Tune”: 
classic game show
41 Mild oaths
43 Full-grown fi lly
44 Without a break
46 Sign that might 
bode ill
47 Heavy amount, as of 
homework
48 “Platoon” war zone
49 Best-selling 2006 
memoir subtitled “One 
Woman’s Search for 
Everything Across 




55 Stand watch for, say
57 Lira replacement
61 Is in fi rst place
65 Groundbreaking 
1956 sci-fi  fi lm ... or 
where you might fi nd 
the ends of 17-, 27- and 
49-Across?
68 Caesar or Brutus
69 Dedicated poems







3 New Zealand bird
4 One of two directing 
brothers
5 Prohibit
6 Hauls with effort
7 The “E” in HOMES
8 Comic Carvey
9 Adobe document 
suffi x
10 Bone-chilling
11 Spaghetti sauce 
ingredient
12 Lose one’s footing
13 Believers: Suff.
18 Felipe of baseball
19 “True __”: Wayne 
fi lm
24 In a dead heat
26 Athletic center
27 Popular Pachelbel 
work
28 The fi rst Mrs. 
Trump
29 “Isn’t my face 
familiar?”
30 Futurist’s deck
31 Calf muscle malady
32 Entomb
34 Big name in Russian 
ballet
35 Drama division
39 “Please tell me”
42 Stocking tear
45 Bear’s home




55 Jackson 5 hairstyle
56 __ tube: TV
58 Japanese noodle
59 Make over
60 Snake eyes pair
62 Soon, to a bard
63 Supermarket section
64 Dance movement
66 __ and outs: 
particulars
67 Aspiring therapist’s 
maj.
Interested applicants can apply online 
www.bgky.org/hr/jobs or at the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall,
 1001 College Street, Bowling Green.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
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TOP: La Grange senior Matthew Lawson jumps into the water for the 2015 Snowman Splash Challenge, a program designed to raise awareness for the Save Our Kids 
Coalition, on Saturday, Feb. 7 at KOA Campgrounds in Bowling Green. JEFF BROWN/HERALD
MIDDLE: Participants 
jump one at a time into 
the cold water for the 
2015 Snowman Splash 
Challenge. The fi rst 
person to jump in is the 
person who raises the 
most money. JEFF BROWN/
HERALD
LEFT: Katie Hardwood, 
37-year-old Bowling 
Green native, swims to 
shore after participating 
in her fi rst Snowman 
Splash, a fundraising 
event to raise money to 
sustain the drug pre-
vention eff orts of the 
Save Our Kids Coalition. 
Hardwood was the fi rst 
woman to participate 
in the second annual 
Snowman Splash where 
"Snowmen" fundraise a 
minimum of $25 per per-
son to jump into water 








With 10 world championships 
and over 20 state championships, 
the WKU forensics team looks to ex-
pand its legacy with each class.  
High school senior, Brian Ander-
son hopes to help continue those 
trends. 
The new recruit from LaRue 
County High School is among the 
top 10 extemporaneous speakers in 
the U.S., according to the National 
Rankings for High School Speech 
and Debate website. He’s also high-
ly ranked in other speech and de-
bate categories on both state and 
national levels. 
Anderson attributed success to 
his rigorous practice schedule. 
“I spend an hour everyday re-
searching and cutting sources and 
filing,” he said. “I’ll usually give two 
or three practice speeches a week. 
So, I’ll practice probably five to six 
hours during the week and then all 
day Saturday. And, usually, we have 
Sunday practice for three hours, 
where I work with other people on 
their pieces.”
Competitors in extemporaneous 
speaking must be knowledgeable in 
current events prior to competition 
Nationally ranked high school 
senior to join forensics 
Brian Anderson, a senior from LaRue County High School, poses for a portrait in Gordon Wilson Hall, on Feb. 6. 
Anderson has just signed with WKU for the forensics speech and debate team. EMILY KASK/HERALD SEE FORENSICS PAGE B2
BY LASHANA HARNEY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
An Eastern European ensemble will 
put on a show of silence in Van Meter 
Hall, Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.
The group, Mummenschanz, uses 
a combination of shapes, costumes, 
puppets and colors to redefine Mime-
Masque Theater and awe audiences. 
David Lee, dean of Potter College of 
Arts and Letters, and chair of the Cul-
tural Enhancement Series Committee, 
said the group inspires the imagination.
“They don’t talk,” Lee said.  “They 
communicate essentially through your 
senses.” 
The Cultural Enhancement Se-
ries committee hosts several events 
throughout the school year in order to 
expose students to various learning ex-
periences, Lee said.
“Part of what the committee tries to 
do is bring groups here that people 
have never experienced before,” Lee 
said. “We want to push the boundar-
ies of what’s been available here in the 
past, and we want folks to hear speak-
ers they’ve never heard because they’re 
different and that’s part of their appeal.” 
Lee said so far, the committee gave 
away about 700 tickets for the event. 
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BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
There could be some new changes 
coming to the WKU Vineyard next se-
mester.
The vineyard, which is near the El-
rod Road entrance to the WKU Farm, 
was established in 2008.
Ed Stevens, scholar-in-residence 
for the chemistry department, said 
the vineyard has never had any pro-
fessional help in making wine from 
grapes. Stevens, who regards wine-
making as a hobby, offered to help 
out.
There are plans for a wine produc-
tion course next fall. It would be an 
agricultural course and would be lim-
ited to students who are 21 and up. 
At the December 2014 Board of 
Regents committee meetings, an 
information packet stated that the 
course would allow students to re-
ceive hands-on experience in making 
wine as well as learning the science of 
winemaking.
Other classes related to wine have 
been offered in the past, such as a 
wine fundamentals class. 
Stevens said it would be an ultimate 
goal for the produced wine to be sold 
under WKU, but there are many hur-
dles before that can be a reality. For 
example, a license must be obtained 
to sell wine. WKU already sells prod-
ucts made on the WKU Farm, such as 
honey. Stevens said turning certain 
crops into a product could increase 
Wine-making class could be implemented next fall
SEE WINE PAGE B2
A BIG REd
GLASs OF WINE
Ryan Phelps prunes the vineyard at the WKU farm in preparation for spring, on Monday, Feb. 9. Phelps has been a student 
worker for two years and is majoring in horticulture. ASHLEY COOPER/HERALD
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and apply that information to their 
speeches. 
One reason Anderson enjoys extem-
poraneous speaking is the fact that 
there is always something new to learn. 
Ultimately, Anderson believes that 
hard work and practice are the keys to 
success. 
Before competitions, Anderson typi-
cally listens to classic rock musicians 
like Blue Oyster Cult and Lenny Kravitz 
to mentally prepare. 
While forensics is often considered 
to be an individual event, the team and 
coaches also play a tremendous role in 
obtaining success. 
“I was very blessed to be on the team 
that I am,” Anderson said. “If I’ve seen 
far, it is because I’ve stood on the shoul-
ders of giants. All of my coaches came 
from WKU’s program, so it is a regular 
thing for LaRue to send kids to WKU.” 
Hodgenville freshman Curtis Milby, 
a broadcasting student and a current 
member of WKU’s forensics team, is 
also from LaRue County High School. 
“Anderson’s recruitment is definitely 
exciting,” he said. “I think LaRue makes 
up a decent portion of WKU’s team, 
and it makes me happy to have people 
I’ve known and worked with in the past 
to work with again. Having Anderson 
there will be an additional thrill.” 
Ganer Newman, the director of WKU 
forensics, is also excited to have Ander-
son on board. 
“Last year and this year, Anderson re-
ally staked his claim as one of the best 
speakers in the country,” Newman 
said. “We’re absolutely excited to have 
Brian with us. He’s an incredibly kind 
person, a really great teammate and 
he’ll be a leader here, as a student and 
as a competitor for WKU forensics.”
In addition to competing with the fo-
rensics team, Anderson has also been 
accepted into the Chinese Flagship 
program and the Honors College. 
Over the course of his time at WKU, 
Anderson’s goals include winning a 
national championship, mastering the 
Chinese language and joining student 
government to give back to the univer-
sity. Following his graduation, he in-
tends to pursue Stanford or Yale. 
When asked about his decision to 
attend WKU and participate with the 
team, Anderson emphatically said, 
“We’re the best.” 
“We are the oldest and most success-
ful student organization on campus,” 
Newman said on the team’s webpage. 
“Our program has won more national 
forensics titles in the last 10 years than 
any other team in the country.”
Newman is looking forward to an-
other successful year for the team. 
“We’re very excited about the stu-
dents we have joining us on campus,” 
he said. “Our recruitment process is al-
ways ongoing, but this year we’re very 




folks,” Lee said. “So, I think we will have 
a good crowd.”
Some committee members have 
previously seen Mummenschanz per-
formances, so the committee decided 
the act would be a good addition to 
the Cultural Enhancement Series, Lee 
said. 
Kelly Scott, communications coordi-
nator for Potter College, said the Mum-
menschanz event and the Melissa 
Harris-Perry event occurred so close 
together because of chance. 
“We try to have all of our events in 
Van Meter Hall,” Scott said. “It’s been a 
history of the series. So, we have to look 
at scheduling, as far as the building 
goes, and the availability of the artist.”
Lee said students learn different 
ways to express themselves and differ-
ent ways to look at the world by attend-
ing the series’ events.
“We want students to encounter 
things that are intellectually challeng-
ing as part of their daily lives,” Lee said. 
“It’s important to have things like the 
Cultural Enhancement Series as a part 
of their richer learning environment.”
Scott said she plans to bring her 
3-year-old child to the family-friendly 
event and said the troupe is unique. 
“It’s just really something we’ve never 




“If you take an agricultural product 
like grapes and convert it into wine 
then you can increase the value of that 
crop by at least a factor of 10,” he said.
Currently, there is no facility at the 
vineyard that can produce wine. Ste-
vens said the winemaking would take 
place in a lab on campus until such a 
building is constructed. 
Ryan Phelps, viticulture technician, 
said there are plans to plant 600 wine 
grapes this spring. Once planted, the 
vineyard will expand to about three 
acres with about 25 grape varieties. 
“That would be ridiculous if you were 
doing it as a farmer yourself,” he said. 
“If you had three acres, you’d probably 
have maybe three or four varieties.” 
There are plans to create a certificate 
in winemaking, but Stevens noted that 
additional resources and personnel 
are required to make that a possibility. 










6 – 9:30 p.m.
Every Leaf a Mirror: A Jim 
Wayne Miller Reader
Kentucky Building, fi rst 
fl oor,
 7 – 9 p.m.
Lonestar Rodeo
Western Kentucky Ag Expo Center, 
8 p.m.
General admission tickets: $15 
The Dance Project





Preston Health & 




2 – 4 p.m.
Taste the Wines of 
South America
Liquor Barn Educa-
tion Center, 6 -7 p.m.
The Dance Project 




DSU 2122, 7 – 9 p.m.
BG Bandits vs. 
Shreveport Mavericks
Diddle Arena, 5 p.m.
THURSDAY, feb. 12
“The New Black” Docu-
mentary Screening




10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
STEM & Creativity Workshop
Knicely Conference Center,
 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Cultural Enhancement 
Presents: Mummenshanz





Gordon Wilson Hall 100
 8 -10 p.m.






The Christian Student Fellowship is 
looking to raise money for a commu-
nity cause. 
The college ministry, which averages 
100 to 120 students at their Tuesday 
nights gatherings puts an emphasis on 
student involvement and opportunity.
That involvement led one CSF senior 
to push for a fundraising concert to 
benefit the local non-profit organiza-
tion, Hotel Inc. 
Claire Winter, Brentwood senior and 
student intern for CSF, wanted to plan 
another event this year, after the min-
istry hosted a small concert for Steve 
Moakler’s “Tailgate Tour” during the 
fall semester. This time around, the 
staff, comprised of one graduate in-
tern, two student interns, the associate 
pastor and the senior pastor, decided 
to raise funds and really advertise for a 
charitable cause, entitling it “Unite for 
a Night.”
“We just love the organization and 
love what they’re doing,” Nathan Ayers, 
WKU alumnus and CSF’s third-year as-
sociate pastor, said. “It would do a lot 
for the homeless and impoverished 
here in Bowling Green, and I hope we 
can make that happen.” 
By selling tickets at $15 each, CSF has 
the potential to raise thousands of dol-
lars, depending on the turnout. 
Winter pursued a concert headlined 
by singer-songwriter Ellie Holcomb 
because of CSF members’ interest in 
seeing the artist again after many at-
tended her concert last spring. 
The concert, taking place on Satur-
day, March 7 in Van Meter Hall, will 
end up being a kick-off of sorts for her 
upcoming tour, beginning early that 
month. 
The other student intern, Blake Sapp, 
is friends with WKU alumnus and 
Phi Gamma Delta fraternity member 
Jordan Minton, a singer-songwriter 
whose opened up for Steve Moakler, 
and asked him to be the opener for the 
show.
Ayers said the concert gives CSF 
members an opportunity to take own-
ership of their time at WKU. He said his 
job gives people an opportunity to do 
something important and allows peo-
ple to have no regrets, because they 
contributed to a bigger cause.
Although they originally wanted to 
have other acts for Unite for a Night, 
“We’re really excited about who we 
have … it’s gonna be really good,” Win-
ter said.  
To spread the word, graduate intern 
Jake Franck said CSF plans to have an 
Instagram-incorporated scavenger 
hunt, where students would have to 
take pictures with college pastors in 
order to win free Ellie Holcomb CDs or 
even tickets to the show. 
The group is looking for this to be-
come an annual event, with hopes of 
benefitting various organizations in 
the community. 
“This first year, we’re just kinda hop-
ing for the best,” Ayers said. “And then 
as years progress, we’re gonna hope-
fully get better and better.” 
In the end, the ministry wants this to 
be a way for students and the commu-
nity to see what they can achieve when 
they come together for a common pur-
pose
“As a student you get 4 years, 5 if you 
stick around to do an internship. You 
get, basically, a short window of time 
to do something well — do something 
good for this campus,” Franck said. 
“And I truly believe that providing a 
night of music for a group of young 
people, that also helps people in need 
— that’s something. That’s something 
truly good.”
Christian Student Fellowship planning charity concert
It would do a lot for the homeless and 
impoverished here in Bowling Green, and I 
hope we can make that happen.
- Nathan Ayers, WKU alumnus and CSF’s third-
year associate pasto
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WKU soccer adds depth to middle and attacking thirds
BY JOHN REECER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Seven student-athletes signed their 
national letters of intent to attend 
WKU and play on the women’s soccer 
team, announced Head Coach Jason 
Neidell, on Thursday.  
The seven players will join Tennes-
see-Martin transfer Taylor Fry in bol-
stering a Lady Topper squad that field-
ed 18 underclassmen last season. 
All of the signees join the program af-
ter successful prep-careers, and five of 
them have participated in the Olympic 
Development Program in their respec-
tive states. 
Neidell and his staff focused on depth 
in the middle and attacking thirds of 
the field when recruiting, with six of 
the seven signees joining as projected 
midfielders or forwards. 
“I feel like our recruiting ceiling con-
tinues to rise, and I appreciate the 
commitment and hard work of our as-
sistant coaches Will Beddingfield and 
Dustin Downey and our former associ-
ate head coach Chris Tinius in helping 
make this class a reality,” Neidell said.
The seven are traveling to the Hill from 
six different states, including Kentucky, 
Missouri, Georgia, Florida, Michigan and 
New York. The 25-player roster now fea-
tures players from nine different states. 
“These young ladies will boost our 
overall athleticism and technical abil-
ity, while addressing some key areas 
particularly relevant for us compet-
ing in Conference USA,” Neidell said. 
“This class will make an immediate 
impact on our program, both on the 
field and in the classroom.”
The recruiting class is highlighted by 
Bowling Green products Ellie Young 
and Keely Vincent, who join from rival 
high schools Greenwood and Bowling 
Green, respectively. 
Vincent joins after posting 59 clean 
sheets between the posts for Bowling 
Green, while Young netted 110 career 
goals for Greenwood. 
Tennessee-Martin transfer Taylor Fry 
will add depth and experience to the 
Lady Topper defense, coming off her 
freshman season, in which she played 
in all 19 games for the Skyhawks, clock-
ing 1,734 minutes on the back line. 
“We are excited to add Taylor Fry to 
our soccer program,” Neidell said. “She 
brings some good college playing ex-
perience, having played nearly every 
minute this past fall as a freshman at 
UT-Martin … We expect her to give us 
much-needed depth on our back line.”
SOCCER
TRACK AND FIELD
Dasor, Hardy shine at Meyo Invitational
BY HUNTER FRINT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM 
This weekend at Notre Dame’s Meyo Invitational, WKU Track & Field 
fi nished with strong performances, including second place fi nishes from 
Emmanuel Dasor and Carrol Hardy. 
Dasor nabbed second after fi nishing his 200-meter dash with a time of 
21.33. This season, Dasor, sophomore Ventavius Sears and freshman Julius 
Morris represent three of the top six times in 200-meter dashes in Confer-
ence USA.
Hardy fi nished second in the 60-meter dash, with a time of 7.43. Hardy 
also achieved WKU’s best indoor 200-meter dash time of 24.11 and placed 
sixth. So far this season, she is ranked second in the league and fourth in 
Hilltopper history. 
Senior Travis Gerding made a new C-USA record in weight throw, with a 
personal record toss of 62-feet-2.25 inches. This mark is the second highest 
in WKU history. 
Freshman Hilltopper, Nick Demaline’s shotput heave was measured at 58-
feet-7.5 inches, the longest distance from a WKU athlete in over a decade. 
For the third time this season, senior Karleigh Parker broke her own record 
in pole vault, clearing 13-feet-3.75 inches. For this, Parker placed third at the 
meet and is ranked 34th nationally. Senior transfer, Jatavia Wright achieved 
the fourth longest triple jump in WKU history, leaping 41-feet-2.25 inches. 
Wright’s leap is currently ranked third in C-USA.
The program still has one more week of regular season competition in 
Birmingham, Alabama at the Samford Invitational before its fi rst ever C-USA 
indoor track and fi eld championship.
Hannah CAdy, Forward, Oxford, Mississippi
Led Michigan olympic developmental program (ODP) team to a 
runner-up fi nish at 2012 national ODP championships.
megan morris, midfi elder, fenton, Missouri
spent four seasons with elite club national league (Ecnl) team in st. louis, 
leading her team to back-to-back North American Division Championships.
cailin regan, midfi elder, akron, new york
four-time new york west odp team member and attendee of 
three u.s. soccer training events.
nicole roseland, midfi elder, altamonte springs, fl orida
high school career included stints at orlando city (in the ENCL) and the fl orida kraze klub, 
where she participated in contests against japanese, danish and jamaican national teams. 
kathryn strand, forward, suwanee, Georgia
going into her senior year, she has netted 35 career goals and assisted 
31 on high school team.
keely vincent, goalkeeper, bowling green
2014 miss kentucky soccer candidate, posted 59 clean sheets between the 
posts for Bowling Green High school in route to three all-state honors.
ellie young, midfi elder, bowling green
one of the most prolifi c scorers in khsaa history after netting 110 
goals in four seasons at greenwood high school.
taylor fry, defender, cynthiana*
a transfer from University of Tennessee At MArtin, started 
all 19 games at UT-Martin as a true freshman and logged 
1,734 minutes on the backline for a team that won 12 out of 
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2015 lady topper soccer recruiting class
* transfer
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At SKYCTC you can get high-quality higher education for an affordable price. 
With SKYCTC you’ll benefit from:
 • Kentucky’s lowest tuition - go with less debt!
 • Six Convenient campus locations, close to home 
 • Online and evening course options
 • Outstanding job training programs










kentucky community and technical college system
SKYCTC is an equal opportunity institution
Need to pick up credits 
for the spring term?
Lady Toppers push past sluggish starts, register two road wins
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
This weekend, the Lady Top-
pers would use big pushes at 
the end of the first half in both 
of their games to spur them to 
victory.  
The Lady Toppers found 
themselves in an uncharac-
teristic deficit for the vast ma-
jority of the first half, against 
both North Texas and Rice, but 
claimed the lead in the closing 
minutes, picking up two more 
road-conference wins.  
After Rice led for 31:40 of 
the 40 minutes, the Lady Top-
pers went on a 31-10 run, after 
trailing by 13 points to beat 
Rice 83-76, in Houston.
"I'm proud of the kids," 
Head Coach Michelle Clark-
Heard said. "Just our fight — 
we continue to find ways. We 
talked about going out and 
getting some stops, and we 
did, but they shot 57 percent 
from the field.  It seemed like 
everything they were shooting 
was going in."
Though not in such a dra-
matic fashion, WKU won 77-
49 against North Texas, after 
trailing in the first half until 
the final 2:41. 
“At halftime, I just talked to 
them about being confident 
— we have always been a con-
fident basketball team,” Clark-
Heard said after the North 
Texas game. “Sometimes it is 
going to fall and sometimes it 
doesn’t, but what are we go-
ing to do when it doesn’t? We 
have to guard, and we have to 
rebound.”
Against Rice, the Lady Top-
pers forced eight turnovers in 
the last 4:59 of the first half, to 
go on a 19-2 run and lead 40-
35 at the break.
"Something that I am really 
proud of — it this was the best 
offensive rebounding team in 
the conference," Clark-Heard 
said.  "We held them to five 
offensive rebounds and out-
rebounded them, and that 
is something that I am re-
ally proud of, because we had 
been talking about that all day 
yesterday and all day today in 
shoot-around." 
WKU would let the lead slip 
again, after shooting 3-14 
to start the half. They found 
themselves trailing 42-45 with 
15:52 to play at the first media 
timeout. 
Rice held their largest lead 
of the game with 11:05 to 
play in the second half, hold-
ing a 13-point lead at 50-63. 
Though, after this point WKU 
would finish the half on a 
31-10 run, taking their larg-
est lead of the game at seven 
points, with just 53 seconds 
remaining in the game.
In the first half, the Lady 
Toppers did not claim the 
lead until the 1:40 mark, and 
in the second half, after giving 
up the lead at the 16:42 mark, 
they would not reclaim it until 
there was 2:18 left in the game.
"Our seniors stepped up — 
Ileana, Alexis and Chastity — 
in big moments, and every-
body made big free throws," 
Clark-Heard said. "It was just a 
great team win, and I am just 
really glad we got to come out 
(to Texas) and grab two wins."
The Lady Toppers struggled 
behind the arc in the con-
test, shooting just 2-15.  They 
would make up the difference 
down low, scoring 50 points 
in the paint. WKU was able to 
sustain first and second half 
comebacks, after scoring 33 
points off of 27 Rice turnovers.
The Lady Toppers return 
home next week, taking a 
break on Thursday before tak-
ing on Marshall, on Saturday, 
Feb. 14 at 1 p.m. CT in Diddle 
Arena.
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
him in camps in the past, he has 
coached me like I was his own player.”
Jernighan has also expressed his 
excitement to work with Brandon 
Doughty, who is coming off of a re-
cord-setting season, where he led the 
division in passing yards with 4,830 
and touchdowns with 49. 
“I heard that he was supposed to 
leave but that he was coming back 
for another season,” Jernighan said of 
Doughty. “I also know that he is proba-
bly going to the NFL, so I’m just excited 
to catch some passes from him.”
The Hilltoppers’ recruiting class was 
ranked 106 out of 129 ranked Division 
I programs and eighth out of the 12 
Conference USA teams, according to 
Rivals. The rankings get slightly better, 
according to Scout, ranking 86 nation-
ally and fourth in the conference. 
Of the total signing class, six join the 
defensive line, five to the offensive 
line (one grayshirt signee), four to the 
receiving core, three defensive backs, 
two linebackers and a running back.
When looking at who from the list of 
signatures could come in and make an 
immediate impact, Brohm believes UAB 
transfer Jontavious Morris and JUCO 
products Omarius Bryant and Sidney 
Hammond could contribute right away 
because of their experience at the col-
lege level and physical maturity.
"We feel like we have a very successful 
group of young men that we feel good 
about, that we're very comfortable with,
and guys we know very well," Brohm said.
Brohm has left the program in the
position to “make moves,” leaving two
scholarship slots open in the event of
an opportunity presenting itself.
“We do have a few slots that we have
left open on purpose so that if anything
between now and the end of the spring
semester break opens, we are able to
make moves,” Brohm said. “That was
important to us as well — we definitely
did that on purpose.”
FOOTBALL
Continued from sports
Sophomore guard, Chris Harrison-
Docks ended with 14 points, but was 
3-13 from the field.  
"They got us. They did what they 
needed to to win the game—give them 
credit," Harper said. "We're a team that, 
if we're good on the defensive end, and 
we are rebounding the basketball, we 
have a chance to win games. If we are 
not, we're a bottom-feeder — middle 
of the pack at best."
The last win at Diddle Arena came 
on Thursday. Their 63-59 victory over 
the Mean Green of North Texas did not 
seem like a reality, until late in the game. 
Trailing with 4:04 remaining, WKU 
finished the game on a 11-0 run to 
steal a victory from the ninth ranked 
team in C-USA. This came after the 
Hilltoppers blew a 31-14 halftime lead 
and shot what Harper described as a 
"not pretty" 20.8 percent from three-
point range and 38.5 percent from the 
free throw line.
WKU did see the emergence of 
Lawson once again in the victory. He 
proved to be the difference-maker, 
scoring eight points off the bench, 
while hauling in four rebounds and 
five blocks. Lawson energized the Hill-
toppers, late with a pair of dunks and 
an alley-oop slam, to give WKU a four-
point lead with 1:17 remaining.
"He's huge. He's getting better and 
better," Harper said. "He doesn't un-
derstand how good he can be. I think 
he's starting to say, ‘you might be right.’”
After the recent events, the Hilltop-
pers are once again in a three-way tie 
for first place in the C-USA standings. 
Louisiana Tech, WKU and UAB all sit at 
9-2 in conference play. 
Saturday, the Hilltoppers will hit the 
road, starting a three-game road stretch 
at Marshall, a team WKU beat earlier 
this season. WKU then faces UAB and 
Middle Tennessee State over the next 
two weeks, before returning home for 
the team’s final two games of the season.
MEN'S BASKETBALL
Continued from sports
transferring in, but the biggest thing is 
they could hit so we knew we had to 
scrap together hits,” Kramer said. 
 The only runs of the game against 
Troy were in the first inning as senior 
Dani Pugh earned her second home 
run of the year to make the ball game 
4-0. 
“Miranda Kramer had a great out-
ing on the field in her first year as a 
Hilltoppper,” Head Coach Amy Tudor 
said. “And I thought Dani Pugh had an 
outstanding weekend with 18 RBI’s, 
and two grand slams.”
The team then played Alabama State, 
where they earned 15 hits in the game, 
including freshman Lexie Norfleet go-
ing 3 for 3 at bat.
Although Alabama State was up 5-0 
in its first time on offense, Pugh’s sec-
ond grand slam of the season allowed 
WKU to cut the margin to 5-4 after 
one inning. The team added four runs 
in the second inning and five runs in 
the third to lead Alabama State 13-5. 
Alabama then launched a three-run 
home run in the fifth leading 13-8, but 
WKU was able to end the game with 
Norfleet scoring on an error and Sadler 
earning a two RBI double. 
“Overall, I think there was good 
team effort. I felt the senior class really 
stepped up and I felt like people really 
embraced and played their roles,” Tu-
dor said. 
The team hopes to work on pitch-
ing and running the bases better in 
this upcoming weekend’s contests, 
which start Friday, Feb. 13 in Talla-
hassee Florida for the Unconquered 
Invitational. WKU will first take on 
Michigan and later host-school Flori-
da State on Friday, concluding on Sat-
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BY ALEXUS RICHARDSON
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
After putting up 33 wins in 2014 and 
a fourth place finish in the Sun Belt 
Conference last season, the WKU Soft-
ball team came ready to kick off the 
2015 season, registering the program’s 
eighth no-hitter in school history in 
their first weekend of competition.  
Coming off an 8-0 win over Buffalo, 
before falling 7-2 to North Florida on 
Friday, the team was able to regroup 
and defeated host Troy 4-0 and Ala-
bama State 16-8 on Saturday.  
Senior pitcher Miranda Kramer 
showed off her offensive prowess, put-
ting forth a no-hitter with 19 strike-
outs, which tied for second most 
strikeouts in a single game for Confer-
ence USA history. 
“They had played Troy last year in 
the Sun Belt Conference—this was the 
first time I had played Troy after just 






WKU's senior guard T.J. Price and North Texas forward Colin Voss watch as WKU scores a basket during their 65-59 victory on Thursday, Feb. 5, at Diddle Arena. Price led 
the Toppers with 19 points in the game. MIKE CLARK/HERALD
Three's
Depth added in 2015 WKU signing class 
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Head Coach Jeff Brohm announced 
the 2015 recruiting class last week, 
adding The 15 student-athletes to the 
roster. In recruiting class, the main 
goal was to add depth to the offensive 
and defensive lines. Nine signees hail 
from the state of Kentucky. 
Wednesday, the Tops brought 14 
freshmen and one junior-college 
transfer to the program, joining two 
early-enrollee freshmen, two trans-
fers from the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, a junior-college transfer 
already enrolled and a grayshirt en-
rollee.
"I think this recruiting class fills a lot 
of needs on our team and will help us 
become a better football team imme-
diately," Brohm said. “We continue to 
recruit the state of Kentucky very hard. 
I believe we signed nine guys from the 
state this year—so that makes it 19 
over the past two years. We believe in 
recruiting the very best players in the 
state of Kentucky. It’s important to us, 
and we spend a lot of time doing that.”
With Kentucky claiming nine of the 
21 new players, Florida and Geor-
gia are the next states with the most 
signees—both with four. Two join the 
Hilltoppers from Tennessee, and one 
comes from both Mississippi and Ala-
bama.
According to Rivals, WKU landed just 
one three-star recruit: 6-3, 194-pound 
LaVergne, Tennessee wide-receiver 
Quin Jernighan.   
“I chose WKU because, this year and 
last year, they showed me that they like
to pass a lot,” Jernighan said. “They
like to run the spread and a quick, fast
paced offense. I also really like Coach
Brohm.  Anytime I have worked with
WKU Head Coach Jeff  Brohm hoists the championship trophy above his head, fol-
lowing the Hilltoppers' 49-48 win over Central Michigan in the Popeyes Bahamas 




The WKU basketball team is coming off of two 
lackluster games from this past weekend. The Hill-
toppers narrowly defeated a 9-13 North Texas 65-
59 and lost their Saturday contest against the 7-15 
Rice Owls 72-68. 
With the team registering its second conference 
loss and third loss at home for the season, the Hill-
toppers’ (16-7, 9-2) RPI has fallen from 69 to 98, 
and Head Coach Ray Harper and his team’s hopes 
of obtaining an at-large bid to the NCAA tourna-
ment have fallen significantly.
"We just didn't come out with a sense of urgency 
in the first half," senior guard Trency Jackson said 
after the Rice game. "We can't win like that. We've 
got to stop doing that. We can't start games with-
out energy like we started tonight and for the last 
two games. We have to turn it around."
With just the second road win for the Owls this 
season, Rice set the tone early, jumping out to a 
43-26 halftime lead. After a 17-point WKU come-
back to tie the game halfway through the second 
half, WKU was unable to seize the opportunity 
and lost the contest. 
WKU starters scored 65 of the team's 68 points 
in the loss, with the other three points coming 
from sophomore forward Ben Lawson. Jackson 
led the Hilltoppers in points with 23 total. Seniors 
T.J. Price and forward George Fant finished with 17 
and 11 points, respectably. 
Hilltoppers split home weekend to stay tied for fi rst in C-USA
SEE MEN'S BASKETBALL  PAGE B5
SEE FOOTBALL PAGE B5
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